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3.  The following questions and their respective answers are provided for information purposes:

Question #1:  What are the size and/or weight limitations on non-GFE augmentation devices?

Answer #1:   Range Transponder AN/DPN-78 “X”, which is listed on page 6 of Attachment #6 to the solicitation should be
used as a template.  The Government shall be responsible for packaging and operations approval of any “augmentation
device” the vendors may propose.  Vendors should, however, keep in mind that the Government wants to limit the lifecycle
cost of this radar system and that if the vendor proposes “augmentation devices” which require a lot of packaging and
approval effort, this may reduce its chances of being considered the “best value”.

Question #2:  If augmentation devices are used, can the Government furnish available antenna mounting location information
for each of the known tracked vehicles?

Answer #2:  Radar beacons are currently installed in the following platforms:  P-3s; S-3C; SH-60s (B & F);  all surface units;
Nimrods; Lynx;  Merlin; Sea Kings.  If the successful contractor proposes augmentation devices, it is the Government’s intent
to provide it with detailed drawings of these platforms after award.

Note:  If an offeror feels it needs such detailed drawings in order to propose, please contact NUWCDIVNPT, Code 5911, N.
Teasdale immediately.

Question #3:   In reference to question #2, should the contractor specify the optimal location of the antenna as part of the
augmentation package?

Answer #3:   Yes, since this figures in the technical approach the offeror is taking.  If an offeror chooses to propose a location
other than the currently approved antenna location its rationale should also be provided in its technical proposal.   We remind
offerors that, as mentioned above in our answer to question #1,  the Government wishes to minimize life cycle operations and
support costs (and we consider this to include the Government’s costs to obtain approval of another site).

Question #4:    Attachment #2, the In-Air Tracking Specification, para. 3.2.1, "Altitude Coverage", requires the system to
track targets from 35' to 1,000'.  However, para. 3.2.3.1 requires the system to accurately track a minimum of two
simultaneous surface and air targets and 3.2.3.2 refers to a surface target being a moderate-length pleasure craft.  This seems
to conflict with the minimum altitude of 35'.  Doesn’t the minimum altitude coverage need to be less than 35' in order to track
a surface target, especially a pleasure craft?

Answer #4:   See above-  the definition of a surface target in the specification has been changed.  The minimum required
altitude coverage is 35 feet.

Question #5:
a.  Attachment #2, the In-Air Tracking Specification, para. 3.1.2.2 limits the equipment space contractor-furnished equipment
can take up in specified AUTEC buildings, but is a contractor restricted to using space in those buildings, or can it propose its
own shelter?

b.  If the latter, would this shelter's area count towards the limit of 400 square meters at each site,  stated in para. 3.1.2.1?

Answer #5:
a.   Yes, an offeror can propose its own shelter, but we caution that the AUTEC sites are pretty small and the offeror must
clearly demonstrate that the use of such a shelter does not prohibitively increase the life cycle costs for the radar system, i.e. is
in the best interests of the Government.  If an offeror chooses to propose a separate shelter it should provide details regarding
shelter maintenance/occasional refurbishment, and describe such elements as air conditioning and electrical power usage.
Offerors are reminded, too,  that the same power restrictions stated in para. 3.5.5 would apply to a separate shelter.

b.   The shelter’s size does indeed count towards the 400 square meter limit at each site.


